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A summary sums up or tells briefly what a paragraph or story is about.
A summary tells the main facts or ideas. It does not give all the details.
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Read the paragraph below. Then use the word box to complete the
summary that follows.

Sea life is often divided into three groups: plankton,
animals that swim, and plants and animals that live on
the sea’s floor. Plankton include tiny plants and animals
that drift through the sea in large groups. Plant plankton
are important because they make oxygen, a gas needed by
all animals. The animals that swim include fish, whales,
turtles, and octopuses. These swimming animals are
mostly hunters. They eat other fish for food. Usually, big
fish eat little fish. However, huge whales eat tiny plankton.
Many plants and animals live only at the bottom of the
sea. In this group are crabs, lobsters, snails, coral, and
sponges. Many of these animals eat plankton, and many
are food themselves for the swimmers of the sea.

crabs floor sea smaller
plankton animal float sponges
Lifeinthe _ includes __ swimmers, and
plants and animals that live on the ocean . Plankton are
tiny plants and animals that do not swim but . The
swimmers includeanysea _ that swims, and the bottom
dwellers include , , and coral. Most sea

animalsfeedon __ fish or plants.
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Read each paragraph below. Find the words that tell what the paragraph
is about. We call these words the main idea. Write the main idea on the
line below the title. The first word has been written for you. Now write
the facts from the paragraph on the lines below the main idea.
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There are many names for
homes. A palace is a large home
for a ruler to live in. A mansion is
smaller than a palace. A house is
where a family often lives. A
cottage is a very small house of
wood or stone.
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Seeds travel in many ways. Seeds
Birds drop them. Winds carry

them. Insects bring seeds
on their feet. Seeds

stick to animals’

fur and are

moved along. Some
seeds fall to the

ground from bushes
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and trees.





