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3. Ahouseboat is built more for living than
for sailing. Most houseboats are tied up at
docks in calm waters. Although some
people in North America live on houseboats,
they are in much greater use in Asia. In
places such as Hong Kong, where land is
scarce, thousands of people live on
houseboats.
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Read each paragraph. Copy the items in the box to fill in the main idea
and details of the paragraph.

1. Honeybees are insects that produce honey, a food eaten by humans.
The wax from their honeycombs is used to make useful things such as
candles. Bees fertilize plants as they fly from flower to flower. Honeybees
are very helpful to people.

Bees make honey. Bees fertilize flowers.
Beeswax is used to Honeybees help
make useful things. people.
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2. Despite the cold, there is much to do outside in the winter.
Some people ice-skate on frozen ponds. Others go sledding down
snow-covered hills. Many go cross-country and downhill skiing.

go skiing ice-skate on ponds
things to do outside sled down hills
in winter
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The main idea tells what a story is about. Circle one sentence in each
story that gives the main idea. Draw a line through any sentence that does
not belong in the story.

1. Ants build many kinds of nests. Some dig tunnels in the earth and pile
dirt above the ground. Termites also burrow. Some ants live in hollow
trees. Other ants use sticky leaves to build nests.




image4.png
2. Babies cry to tell us something. They cry when they are hungry. They
cry when they are hurt or afraid. They cry when they have wet diapers.
It is fun to play with dolls.

3. Most birds build their nests in the branches of trees. Other animals live
in trees, too. Some birds build their nests along the gutters of buildings.
Birds have even been known to build nests on jungle gyms in
playgrounds. You never know where you'll find a bird nest!

4.  Watches come in many different styles. Some watches are digital,
while others have regular clock faces. Many watches tell the date as well
as the time. Today is September 2. There are sport watches, dressy
watches, and all sorts of “fun” watches.

5. Checkers is a good indoor game, and hopscotch is a good outdoor
game. As you can tell, games can be played both indoors and out. Most
board games are played indoors. So are card games. Outdoor games
include those that use balls and involve running. Bicycling is fun
outdoors, too.
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Read each story. Circle the title below it that best states the main idea.

1. One of the most common kinds of boats
on a river is the barge. It is a long, low boat
with a flat bottom. Barges are used to carry
heavy things such as logs, sand, and cement.
Most barges do not have their own engines.
Instead, they are pushed by strong tugboats.

River Traffic Learning About Barges How Tugboats Work
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No harbor is complete without buoys.
Buoys are floating objects that help sailors
and boaters steer safely through the tricky
waters near shore. Some buoys show that
the water is too shallow for boats. Others
warn of rocks or mark the path a boat
should follow. Buoys may have bells,
whistles, or flashing lights.

Bells and Whistles Harbor Helpers

Floating Objects




